University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
SourceMex

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

7-17-1991

Description Of Fisheries Industry
Steven Ranieri

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex
Recommended Citation
Ranieri, Steven. "Description Of Fisheries Industry." (1991). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex/775

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in SourceMex by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 065998
ISSN: 1054-8890

Description Of Fisheries Industry
by Steven Ranieri
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, July 17, 1991
According to a report by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), in 1987 Mexico's fish
catch ranked 17th world-wide. At present, fish product processing plants (including freezing,
canning, fish meal and oil production, and salt-cure and drying operations) number 406, with an
average processing capacity of 1,028 metric tons per hour. Mexican coastlines total about 11,500
km. in length. The nation's sovereign off-shore territorial waters encompass 3 million sq.km.
Interior bodies of water cover a 2.9 million ha. area, including 1.6 million ha. of coastal lagoons.
Infrastructure consists of 59 dock facilities, including 54 dedicated exclusively to fishing activities.
Of the latter, 36 are fully utilized, nine are under-utilized, and nine are under construction. The
nation's fishing fleet consists of 73,634 vessels of diverse sizes and specifications. Fish product
export revenues averaged barely $500 million per year in 1989 and 1990. The US accounts for 67%
of total exports, followed by Italy, Costa Rica, France, Korea, Japan, Hong Kong, Canada and Brazil.
Domestic consumption totaled 1.2 million MT in 1989, of which 59% was consumed directly by
humans. (Source: El Financiero, 07/04/91)
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